[Vestibular evoked potentials. Diagnostic trends].
The contribution of short-latency evoked potentials to the exploration of auditory, visual and somatosensory neurosensory pathways is capital. The determination of short-latency vestibular evoked potentials has encountered many difficulties, mainly due to the necessity to find a specific, very short stimulation in order to select and synchronize the vestibular nerve fibers. Recent studies in animals have demonstrated short-latency potentials evoked by angular accelerations, linear accelerations or electric shocks on the round window. The generators of these potentials seem to be located in the vestibular nerve and nuclei. Electric stimulations of the internal ear have the advantage of providing a study of the peripheral vestibular pathways separately on both sides, while accelerations involve both vestibula, which probably makes the interpretation of data very difficult.